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Dear Friends,

As we reflect on 2024, my heart is filled with immense gratitude for 
the incredible strides Mission Kids has made in advancing our mission. 
This year has been one of transformation, innovation, and unwavering 
dedication to protecting and advocating for children in need.

We have not only continued to provide comprehensive care and support, 
but we have also laid the foundation for an exciting future. One of our 
most significant milestones was the unveiling of our new logo and 
website, designed to enhance accessibility and strengthen connections 
with those who wish to support, volunteer, and advocate alongside us. 
This refreshed brand embodies the light of hope and resilience that 
Mission Kids represents, ensuring that we remain a guiding force for 
children and families.
Beyond rebranding, we are proud to announce the purchase of our new, 
state-of-the-art advocacy center—an expansion that will elevate the 
services we provide to the community. With enhanced medical support, 
regional training opportunities, and expanded advocacy initiatives, this 
facility will allow us to better serve children and families in a space 
designed for healing, learning, and empowerment.

I am continually inspired by the compassion and dedication of our 
staff and volunteers. Their tireless efforts ensure that Mission Kids 
remains a beacon of hope for every child who walks through our doors. 
To our generous donors and supporters, your kindness and belief in our 
mission have made this year’s incredible achievements possible. Your 
unwavering commitment fuels our determination to create a safer, 
brighter future for every child.
As we move forward, we remain steadfast in our commitment to 
protecting and empowering the most vulnerable members of our 
community. With your continued support, I am confident that we will 
rise to meet any challenge and make a lasting difference in the lives of 
children and families.

Thank you for being an essential part of our Mission Kids family. 
Together, we will illuminate hope, inspire change, and create a future 
where every child feels safe, supported, and heard.

God Bless,

Maripeg Bruder
Board Chair

2  Letter from the Board Chair

3  Expanding Support for Children & Families
5  Financial Report
6  Facts & Figures
7 Advancing Professional Expertise

8 Community Engagement & Awareness

9-10 Fueling Innovation & Access
11 Global Advocacy and Policy Impact
12 Expanding Our Reach, Elevating Our Mission

Looking Ahead: Building Brighter Futures
14  Mugs for a Mission
15  Mission Possible

16-20  Donors

CONT ENT S



Empowering Caregivers Through “Smarter Parents” Program 

The Smarter Parents program was created to help caregivers support their children in trauma-
informed ways that promote safety, understanding, and well-being. Recognizing the challenges 
parents face when discussing sensitive topics like boundaries, personal safety, and digital risks, 
this program provides expert-led guidance tailored to children ages 2 to 12. Through interactive 
workshops, caregivers gain crucial insights into healthy sexual development, learning to recognize 
age-appropriate behaviors while identifying signs of potential concern. By fostering open and 
honest communication, parents can create a foundation of trust, ensuring their children feel safe 
to ask questions and express concerns without fear or shame.

In today’s world, equipping children with knowledge and confidence is more important than 
ever, and Smarter Parents helps families navigate these conversations with empathy and 
effectiveness. Beyond communication strategies, the program also empowers caregivers 
with actionable steps to create secure environments both at home and online, reducing risks 
and protecting children from harm. By addressing these issues proactively, parents become 
their children’s strongest advocates, shaping a future where every child grows up feeling safe, 
supported, and understood. This initiative reflects our commitment to strengthening families and 
communities by providing them with the tools they need to foster resilience, protect childhood 
innocence, and promote lifelong well-being.

Lightning Joins Our Team, Bringing Comfort and Courage 

In 2024, Mission Kids welcomed a new beacon of hope to our 
team. Lightning is a golden retriever-labrador mix facility dog 
trained through Canine Partners for Life. Her arrival has brought 
light and comfort to the children and families we serve, offering 
a reassuring presence during some of their most difficult 
moments. Lightning plays an essential role in helping children feel 
safe and supported. After forensic interviews, she greets children 
with a wagging tail and a gentle nuzzle, providing a soft landing 
as they transition to the next steps in their healing journey. While 
caregivers meet with the Multidisciplinary Team (MDT), Lightning 
stays with the child, offering calm companionship that eases 
nerves and restores a sense of security. 

During therapy sessions, Lightning’s presence becomes even 
more impactful—whether sitting quietly beside a child, resting 
her paw on their lap, or offering comforting snuggles, she helps 
children navigate difficult emotions and find the courage to 
express their stories. Her quiet but powerful support reminds 
children that they are never alone, reinforcing the healing 
process. Beyond the children, Lightning’s joyful spirit uplifts the 
Mission Kids team, providing emotional support to staff who 
work tirelessly to bring hope to those in need. Her unwavering 
presence is a reminder that even in the heaviest moments, 
light can break through, making every step forward a little 
easier. Lightning is more than a facility dog: Lightning remains a 
bright light for all who walk through our doors, bringing joy and 
reassurance when it’s needed most.

Expanding Support
for Children & Families
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2,633
Total Clients Received Services

595
Forensic Interviews of Child 
Victims Were Conducted.
This process provides crucial 
evidence for criminal proceedings 
and child protection while sparing 
victims the additional trauma of
repeatedly telling their stories.

2024 Financial Report Facts & Figures

45
Medical Evaluations Were 
Attended by Child Clients.
Proper medical attention is vital 
to a child’s healing. Even if the 
abuse is no longer physically 
present, it’s important to hear: 
”Your body is okay.”

80
Suspected Child Victims of 
Human Trafficking/CSEC* Were 
Served In 2023
CSEC = Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children

463
Days Children And Their 
Families Were Provided Court 
Accompaniment

88%
Successful Prosecution 
Outcomes For Victims & Families

104
Thearpy Clients served by 
Mission Kids’ on-site clinicians.

38
Kids Successfully
Completed Treatment

21 
Kids & Their Families Celebrated 
Graduating our PSB Program

Support and Revenue
Contributions $2,157,667 

Contributions - Captial Campaign $2,828,944 

Grant Income $1,987,627 

Fundraising (net of cost of direct benefits) $479,187 

Service Fee Revenue $551,332 

In-kind Donations $181,918 

Net Investment Return $519,670 

Other Income $2,187 

Total Support and Revenue $8,708,532 

Expenses - $1,000,000
■  Program Services - 65%

■  Management and General - Captial Campaign%

■  Grant Income

Support and Revenue - $1,000,000
■  Contributions- %

■  Contributions - Captial Campaign%

■  Grant Income

■  Fundraising (net of cost of direct benefits)

■  Service Fee Revenue

■  In-kind Donations

■  Other Income

Expenses
Program Services $2,583,668 

Management and General $544,103 

Fundraising $845,817 

Total Expenses $3,973,588 

Changes in Net Assests $XX

Net Assets

Net Assets at Beginning of Year $6,663,590 

Total Net Assets - End of Year $11,398,534

Race of Victims

■  White - 50%
■  Black/African 
   American - 24%
■  Hispanic/Latino - 12%
■  Asian/Pacific Islander – 2%
■  Other/Biracial – 12%

Types of Abuse Allegations*
■  Sexual- 602
■  Physical - 255
■  Witness to Violence - 172
■  Other/Neglect - 99 
■  Suspected HT & CSEC - 34
■  Multi-Victimization - 358

*The number of cases of abuse is greater than the number of clients
because some clients report more than one type of abuse. The total
number of forensic interviews in 2024 was 595.

Gender of Victims
■  Female - 63%
■  Male - 37%

Prevention is Possible

19,694
individuals were 
reached through our 
community prevention 
education initiative.

16,529
children aged four to 18 
learned to identify safe 
adults in their lives and 
speak out against abuse.

457
adults trained to 
recognize, report & 
help prevent human 
trafficking/CSEC.

3,188
adults in our community 
participated in 
prevention
education workshops.

Age of Victims
■  0-6 Years Old - 16%
■  7-12 Years Old - 37%
■  13-18 Years Old - 4%
■  Over 18 – 1%

28
Families Participated In 
Our New Promoting Safe 
Behaviors Program
The mission of the Promoting 
Safe Behaviors (PSB) Program 
is to strengthen families 
and prevent future harm by 
holistically addressing the needs 
of children and youth with 
problematic sexual behaviors 
through evidence-based 
treatment and diversionary
services.
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Bringing Child Protection Experts Together 
in Montgomery County

This year, we hosted a comprehensive training event that 
brought together 10 professionals from law enforcement, child 
protection, prosecution, mental health, medical services, victim 
advocacy, child advocacy centers, and social services. These 
experts led discussions on critical topics, including grooming, 
problematic sexualized behaviors in the digital age, juvenile 
sex offenses, and the increasing threats posed by artificial 
intelligence generated child sexual abuse material. Workshops 
examined the complexities of sextortion and image-based 
abuse, provided guidance on pediatric injury assessments, and 
explored cultural considerations in child protection. Through 
presentations such as Randy & Me: A Prosecutor’s Story of His 
Childhood Sexual Abuse, participants gained firsthand insight 
into victim experiences, while Grooming 101: A Predator’s 
Playbook illuminated the calculated tactics perpetrators use 
to exploit vulnerable children. Additionally, our Promoting Safe 
Behaviors program introduced attendees to collaborative 
approaches for supporting youth engaged in sexually acting out 
behaviors.

These efforts are essential not only for child protection 
professionals but also for the broader community. Ensuring that 
those on the front lines, including law enforcement, medical 
providers, advocates, and prosecutors, are equipped with 
the latest research and intervention strategies strengthens 
the collective ability to safeguard children. Sessions such 
as Artificial Intelligence and Child Sexual Abuse Material 
underscored the alarming reality of AI generated exploitation 
and the urgent need for legislative 
and preventative action, while workshops on sextortion, 
juvenile sex offense prosecution, and digital dynamics guided 
professionals in tackling emerging challenges with trauma-
informed care. Experts from the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia provided invaluable training on assessing pediatric 
injuries, and discussions exploring Islamic perspectives helped 
foster culturally competent services for diverse communities. 
Recognizing the emotional toll of this work, we also introduced 
training on emotional regulation through the CE-CERT model, 
assisting professionals to maintain resilience in the field. By 
convening experts and advocates committed to protecting 
children, Mission Kids is not only improving individual responses 
to abuse but is strengthening the entire community, ensuring 
that children, caregivers, and service providers have the support, 
knowledge, and tools needed to create a safer future for all.

Advancing Professional 
Expertise

Expanding Trauma-Informed Care Through EMDR

Twenty-two therapists seeking to enhance their ability to support children recovering from trauma participated in 
a specialized training hosted by Mission Kids in partnership with the Center for Excellence in EMDR Therapy. Eye 
Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR) is an evidence-based therapy that helps individuals process and 
heal from distressing experiences by using bilateral stimulation, such as guided eye movements, to reframe traumatic 
memories. This intensive three-part, 46-hour program provided participants with a deep understanding of the adaptive 
information processing model and the eight-phase EMDR framework, guiding clients from trauma assessment 
through reprocessing and emotional recovery. Approved by EMDRIA, the gold standard for EMDR training worldwide, 
the program combined formal instruction, supervised practice sessions, and case consultation to ensure participants 
mastered the techniques necessary to support children in crisis. By offering this training, Mission Kids expanded the 
regional network of trauma-focused care, ensuring that children affected by abuse have access to skilled therapists 
and a clear path toward healing our weekly, group-based model, we empower both youth and caregivers with the tools 
they need to foster healing and prevention. With separate sessions for caregivers and impacted youth, spanning 18 to 
22 weeks depending on progress, participants engage in trauma therapy, abuse prevention strategies, and social skill 
building that strengthens impulse control and decision-making abilities. We know that language shapes perception, 
which is why we use person-first language to reinforce the idea that a child is not defined by their behavior. They are 
capable of growth, change, and a brighter future. By tackling the root causes of these behaviors and creating a safe, 
supportive space for education and healing, Mission Kids is paving the way for a world where every child feels safe, 
supported, and heard.

Educating and Empowering Our Community to Protect Children

In 2024, Mission Kids reaffirmed its dedication to fostering an accessible and inclusive environment for all children and 
families through the expansion of our annual Pinwheels for Prevention ceremony. Held at the Norristown Transportation 
Center, this impactful event served as a public testament to our unwavering commitment to child abuse prevention. 
At the heart of the ceremony stood our symbolic pinwheel garden, planted with 1,326 pinwheels, each representing a 
child served by Mission Kids in the past year. To amplify our message and reach a broader audience, we placed two large 
billboards directly above the pinwheel garden at the DeKalb Pike entrance, ensuring that thousands of daily commuters, 
traveling by car and on the transit line, were met with a powerful visual statement of hope and awareness. One billboard 
displayed our message in English, while the other shared it in Spanish, a deliberate and meaningful effort to strengthen 
our connection with Norristown’s Spanish-speaking community. 

By embracing bilingual communication in such a visible 
and public manner, Mission Kids reinforced that we are 
here, we are listening, and we are a safe space for all. The 
pinwheel garden remained on display for the entire month 
of April, serving as a lasting reminder that child abuse is 
preventable when communities stand together. Through 
this initiative, Mission Kids demonstrated its commitment 
to ensuring that every child and family, regardless of 
language, background, or circumstance, feels seen, heard, 
and supported. By creating a space where our message is 
both accessible and inclusive, we continue to strengthen 
trust, broaden awareness, and build a safer future for all 
children in our community.

Community Engagement & Awareness
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Expanding Access for Spanish-Speaking Families: 
Enhancing Bilingual Advocacy

Mission Kids received $100,000 in funding from the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 
(PCCD), supported by Act I of 2013 (Endowment Act), 
to strengthen support for Spanish-speaking families in 
Montgomery County. This grant funded the hiring of a 
full-time bilingual Spanish-speaking Family Advocate, 
ensuring that families receive trauma-informed 
advocacy, case coordination, and resource navigation in 
their native language. 

The advocate works across disciplines to support 
families during sensitive interviews, medical evaluations, 
and therapeutic processes—eliminating barriers tied 
to language and cultural understanding. Additionally, 
the advocate conducts outreach with local Latino 
communities to raise awareness of available services 
and foster trust with families who may be unfamiliar 
with the child advocacy process. Internally, they assist 
in translating key prevention and response materials, 
expanding access to resources for limited-English-
proficient clients. This investment reflects Mission Kids’ 
broader mission to provide equitable, accessible care for 
every child and family in our community.

Increasing Engagement in Mental Health Services: Supporting Survivors Through Coordinated Car

Mission Kids received $50,000 through the East PA P124 National Children’s Alliance Program 
Improvement Grant to launch a new initiative: “Increasing Engagement into Mental Health Services for 
Victims and Families.” This transformative effort is designed to remove access barriers and improve 
long-term outcomes for child abuse victims in Montgomery County by bolstering their engagement 
with evidence-based trauma treatment. 

At the heart of the project is the creation of a new full-time Mental Health Outcome Coordinator 
position. This specialist will work closely with advocates, caregivers, service providers, and mental 
health professionals to ensure that children referred for treatment receive consistent, compassionate 
support every step of the way. The coordinator will also track and analyze engagement data to 
identify systemic gaps, enhance provider collaboration, and expand the network of trauma-informed 
therapists linked to Mission Kids. 

The project is expected to increase engagement and successful completion of mental health services, 
reduce trauma symptoms, and establish best practices that can be shared with partner organizations 
to support more families statewide. This initiative exemplifies Mission Kids’ commitment to breaking 
down barriers and bringing healing within reach for every child who walks through our doors.

Fueling Innovation & Access
Byrne-JAG Community Project Grant: 
Equipping a Regional Hub for Justice and 
Healing 

Mission Kids was honored to receive a 
$1,000,000 Byrne Discretionary Grant 
through the federal Byrne-JAG Community 
Project initiative. This vital funding 
will be used to acquire state-of-the-
art equipment and furnishings for our 
future Regional Training Facility and Child 
Advocacy Center. The facility is designed 
to significantly advance the investigations 
and prosecutions of child abuse cases by 
offering immersive, high-quality training and 
professional development for multidisciplinary teams—including police officers, 
prosecutors, victim advocates, and child protection professionals. 

Rather than constructing a new building or significantly renovating a facility, 
the grant supports internal infrastructure improvements that align with 
environmental and historical preservation guidelines. The training center will serve 
child abuse responders throughout Pennsylvania and the Northeast/Mid-Atlantic 
region, ultimately strengthening community health and safety and positioning 
Pennsylvania as a national leader in child protection response.
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12
M I S S I O N  K I D S 

L E A D E R S H I P  L E D

national and international 
presentations focused on 
innovative, collaborative 
responses to child abuse 

& developing strategic 
partnerships with 

multidisciplinary team 
members

In 2024, Mission Kids unveiled the Collaborative Response 
Framework for Child Protection in Vulnerable Communities 
at the International Society for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) Congress in Uppsala, Sweden. 
Developed under the leadership of Abbie Newman, CEO of 
External and Global Affairs, this trauma-informed model 
provides a blueprint for building multidisciplinary systems 
that protect children from sexual abuse in resource-limited 
settings. Rooted in the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) 
approach, the framework emphasizes collaboration, cultural 
responsiveness, and community-driven solutions that can 
be adapted across diverse global contexts. 

Following its launch, Mission Kids introduced the framework 
through a global webinar with more than 600 professionals 
and began the first pilot in an Arab community in Israel. By 
working hand-in-hand with local leaders to adapt the model 
in culturally sensitive ways, Mission Kids is paving the way 
for international partners to strengthen child protection 
practices. This initiative reflects our belief that while 
abuse is a global issue, solutions must be tailored to each 
community. Through education, collaboration, and research-
driven innovation, Mission Kids is helping vulnerable children 
worldwide find safety, healing, and hope.

Global Advocacy
and Policy Impact

Advancing Child Protection Worldwide: A Framework 
for Vulnerable Communities

Igniting Change Through Strategic Leadership

M I S S I O N  K I D S 
L E A D E R S H I P 
A P P O I N T E D  T O 11
statewide advisory committees & task forces

25
M I S S I O N  K I D S 

AT T E N D E D

legislative meetings & events
to discuss current policies 

and strengthen our 
partnerships in the fight 

against child abuse

Pennsylvania Commission on 
Crime and Delinquency 

PA Victims Services Advisory 
Committee Services & Standards 
Sub-Committee

PA Victims Services Advisory 
Committee Court Services & 
Systems Based Workgroup

PA Child Advocacy Center Advisory 
Committee

Advisory Committee on the Review 
of Pennsylvania Policies Affecting 
Adverse Childhood Experiences

PA Child Welfare Citizen Review Panel

Heal PA

Policy & Legislation Action Team

Physical & Behavioral Health Action Team

Children’s Advocacy Centers of PA

Board of Directors

Executive Committee 

External Affairs Committee

Chapter Growth Committee

1
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Strengthening Our Mission: A Renewed Look, A Deeper Impact

To better reflect the heart of our work and the hope we bring to children 
and families, Mission Kids unveiled a new logo inspired by the firefly, 
Pennsylvania’s official state insect. The firefly symbolizes childhood 
innocence, resilience, and the guiding light of hope. This visual update 
captures the spirit of our mission and the strength we see in those we 
serve. More than just a new look, it represents our continued dedication 
to providing compassionate, high-quality care and advocacy. 

In tandem with this refreshed brand, we redesigned our website to 
be more accessible and user friendly, making it easier than ever for 
individuals interested in donating, volunteering, or getting involved 
to find the information and resources they need. With a streamlined 
interface and greater visibility for key initiatives, our updated digital 
presence deepens engagement and strengthens our connection with the 
community. Mission Kids stands ready to illuminate hope, inspire action, 
and create lasting impact for those we serve.

Our Next Chapter: A Space Designed for Children and Those Who Protect Them PHOTOS

Mission Kids is proud to announce the purchase of a 37,000-square-foot building in Plymouth Meeting, a 
transformative step forward in our mission to protect and heal children impacted by abuse. This facility will serve as 
the future home of our expanded Child Advocacy Center and a first-of-its-kind Regional Training Center, purposefully 
designed to meet the growing needs of the children, families, and professionals we serve. The space will include on-
site medical exam rooms to provide compassionate, trauma-informed care in a safe and familiar setting, as well as 
three individual therapy rooms, dedicated group therapy spaces, and an art therapy room to support a wide range of 
emotional and developmental needs. 

To strengthen our training efforts, the building will feature a fully equipped mock courtroom and mock apartment, 
allowing professionals to practice and refine their skills in realistic environments that mirror the situations children 
face. Co-location space for our multidisciplinary partners will foster stronger collaboration and more seamless care 
for families. This new home reflects our vision for a comprehensive, healing-centered environment where children feel 
safe, professionals are empowered, and communities come together to ensure that no child walks their journey alone.

Expanding Our Reach, 
Elevating Our Mission
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Protecting Children, Training Heroes

The year ahead holds a defining moment for 
Mission Kids. Next year, we will launch the 
Building Brighter Futures Capital Campaign and 
break ground on the transformation of our dream 
facility in Plymouth Meeting. This long-envisioned 
project will create a home designed for children 
and families in crisis, while also establishing a 
first-of-its-kind training hub for professionals 
on the front lines of child protection. The vision 
is ambitious, and it will be realized only through 
the collective strength of those who believe in 
protecting children and empowering the heroes 
who serve them. 

As work begins, the promise is clear: children will 
find comfort and healing in trauma-informed 
spaces; families will be supported through every 
step of their journey; and professionals will have 
access to advanced training environments that 
elevate their ability to respond with skill and 
compassion. This effort is more than bricks 
and mortar — it is a shared commitment to the 
future of child protection. With the support of 
our community, Mission Kids is stepping boldly 
into this next chapter, ensuring that hope shines 
brighter and change reaches further than ever 
before.

Looking Ahead:
Building Brighter
Futures
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In October, Mission Kids gathered with friends, partners, and 
supporters for Mugs for a Mission, a community celebration 
honoring the collaborative spirit at the heart of protecting 
children. The evening highlighted the extraordinary dedication 
of our Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) members, who stand 
on the frontlines for kids every day. This year, we proudly 
recognized three honorees whose leadership and compassion 
exemplify the strength of collaboration:

Colleen E. Bennett, MD, MSHP, Medical Director of CARE 
Clinics & Inpatient Child Abuse Consult Service at Safe Place: 
The Center for Child Protection & Health, Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia

Kala Fell, LMFT, Clinical Supervisor and Liaison to Mission Kids 
Child Advocacy Center at Creative Health Services

Lieutenant Kathleen Kelly, Detective Special Victims, 
Montgomery County Detective Bureau

Thanks to the generosity of our community, Mugs for a 
Mission raised more than $20,000 to directly support Mission 
Kids’ work in protecting children and providing hope and 
healing for survivors. Guests enjoyed an evening filled with 
camaraderie, raffles, silent auctions, and the ever-popular 
Wine Toss—all brought to life by sponsors, donors, and 
participants whose energy and kindness made the night 
shine. Each contribution underscored the truth that it takes 
a community to keep children safe, and together, we are 
building stronger pathways to healing.

Honorees: Colleen E. Bennett, MD, MSHP,
Kala Fell, LMFT,  Lt. Kathleen Kelly 

Co-Chairs: Maeve McGill, Stew Ryan

Host Committee: Pam Alvarado, Kaity Andrey, 
Shannon Barnett, Colleen Bennett, Jenn Capone, 

Maureen Convery, Bri Davis, Patrick Derrickson,
Clare Dych, Liz Evans, Kala Fell, Kelly Hagenbaugh, 

Clare Henderson, Tayza Hill, Sarah Imbesi, 
Ruth James, Paula Jones, Kathleen Kelly, Jane 

Kim, Grace Knapke, Caroline Kuzoian, Theresa 
Anne Lazorko, Adriana Martinez-Munoz, Kaylee 

McCormick, Michelle McDyre, Carly Morris, Ernie 
Morris, Peter Muehlbronner, Rebecca Mueller, 

Abbie Newman, Liz Nolan, Lola Quigley, Maggie 
Rakaczewski, Leslie Slingsby, Veronica Trejo, Jen 

Watson, Margot Weitz, Cyndi Woodruff

Events That Inspire, 
Support That Transforms

Mugs for a Mission Honoring Collaboration in the Protection of Children

15th Annual Mission Possible Gala Celebrating 
15 Years of Hope & Healing

In April, Mission Kids hosted its 15th Annual 
Mission Possible Gala at Bluestone Country Club, 
marking a milestone celebration of fifteen years 
of hope, healing, and protection for children. 
Led by Co-Chairs Lori Peruto and Dan McGill 
alongside a dedicated Host Committee, the 
evening showcased Mission Kids’ growth and 
impact while uniting supporters in a shared 
vision for the future. Guests were treated to 
live music, engaging activities, and a moving 
program that reflected on Mission Kids’ history 
and the powerful collaborative spirit that makes 
our mission possible. Honorees Geof McKernan, 
Founder & CEO of NSM Insurance Group, and 
Kevin R. Steele, Montgomery County District 
Attorney, were recognized for their steadfast 
leadership and longstanding support.

Because of our generous community of 
supporters, the gala raised more than $600,000 
to protect children and support their healing. 
Within that total, a record-setting $116,000 
paddle raise demonstrated the power of 
collective giving, while $84,800 raised through 
the live auction showed how generosity and 
excitement can spark transformational change. 
Each gift, no matter the size, was a direct 
investment in giving children hope, safety, and 
a brighter future. The night also marked the 
unveiling of Mission Kids’ new brand identity—a 
firefly symbolizing the light of hope donors make 
possible. With Governor Josh Shapiro offering his 
congratulations via video and stories of impact 
shared from the frontline, the evening was a 
testament to what happens when a community 
stands together for kids.

Honorees: Geof McKernan, Kevin R. Steele

Co-Chairs: Daniel McGill, Lori Nicoletti Peruto, Esq.

Host Committee: Colene Bittone, Debbie Bowden, 
Maripeg Bruder, Charlotte Conmy, Karen Connor, Meaghan 
Eisenhart, Teresa Glass, Trish Gorman, Bunny Hill, Marianne 
Keating, Pauline LeVan, Kiersten Mann, Nancy Matt, Maeve 
McGill, Abbie Newman, Elizabeth Pollock, Jackie Ruby, Ryan 
Sanders, Leanne Scott Brown, Ashley Shaknis, Margie 
Sherr, Kina Simeone Clark, Kristin Sindoni, Leslie Slingsby, 
Garrett Snider, Patty Walker
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$50,000 + Above

The Daniel B and Florence E Green Foundation

Pottstown Area Health and Wellness 
Foundation

NSM Insurance Group

County of Montgomery Dept of Health 
and Human Services

PCCD

The Arcadia Foundation

VOCA

$25,000 - $49,999 

The Jordan Center

Matt and Raina Gorman

Harry Clark and Kina Simeone Clark

Lori Nicoletti Peruto

Joseph Delaney and Barbara Campbell

Ron and Karen Remick

OJJDP

$10,000 - $24,999

Child Development Foundation	

Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, & Shore, PC	

Creative Health Services, Inc.		

Pauline and David LeVan

Robert and Debrah Quigley

Mary Ann Bond

James and Patricia Gorman

Montgomery Bar Foundation		

The Haverford Trust Company	

The Snider Foundation		

The John Michael Paz Foundation	

CBRE		

$5,000 - $9,999

Kappa Delta Eta Theta		

Families Behind the Badge Children’s 
Foundation

Kimberton Whole Foods

Marianne Dean

Conicelli Toyota		

Walt and Susan Hunter

Megan Holm

PECO		

Clark Capital Management Group	

	

Mark Nicoletti

Sean and Tracy Clark

Elisabeth Erlbaum

Robert and Patricia Lima

Jeff and Janine Yass

Petit Family Foundation		

Stradley Ronon		

The Garbose Family Foundation	

The Harriette Steelman Tabas and Charles L. 
Tabas Foundation		

M&T Bank Charitable Foundation	

Genuardi Family Foundation		

Newman & Company, Inc.		

Toyota Dealer Match Program	

Conservest Capital Advisors, Inc.	

TD Charitable Foundation		

Independence Blue Cross		

VNA Foundation of Greater North Penn	

Liudmila Korneenko Foundation	

Specter Foundation		

Ingerman Family Foundation		

Lasko Products, LLC

$1,000 - $4,999

Laffey Bucci D’Andrea Reich & Ryan	

Geoffrey and Nancy McKernan

Scott and Julie Brown

Amalia and Michael Romanowicz

Samantha Peruto

Pat Ciarrocchi and David Fineman

Stampone O’Brien Dilsheimer Holloway

Dan McGill

Stew and Jessica Ryan

Colene and Ronald Bittone

Dina and Michael Fink

Mark and Marianne Keating

Gretchen and Joseph White

Albert Kzelian

The Klein Company		

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia	

Bob’s Discount Furniture Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.	

Kreischer Miller		

Mercedes-Benz of Fort Washington	

Dominic & Janet Genuardi Family Foundation

AR Spruce LLC		

Guardian		

Jerry and Nancy Matt

Scott Gorman and Jana Holt

Joseph and Lydia Mbogo

Joseph and Filomela Marshall

Police Chiefs’ Association of 
Montgomery County PA	

Friends’ Central School		

Abbie Newman and Jack Garden

Jackie Allen

Evan and Rebecca Humble

Eden Charitable Foundation		

Theresa and Paul Murtagh

Edward	 Henricks

The Mary Daly MacFarland Foundation	

Schultz & Williams		

Iron Mountains, LLC		

Elizabeth and Eric Pilacik

William and Patricia Stanton

Tammy	 Harrison

Annette Kim

Bob and Donna Marzullo

Anthony and Lynn Salvo

Laurel House		

John and Nancy Oberholtzer

Ryan Blasz

Lauren Sinrod

Amy Kendall and Robert Charles

Susanna Lachs and Dean Adler

Craig and Sharon Altman

Steven and Ilene Berman

Wade and Christine Berrettini

James and Christina Billmyer

Karen Connor

Rich and Deb Duffield

Cindy and Kent Gehret

Richard and Pia Halloran

Matthews and Anne Hamilton

With Gratitude to Our Supporters

Meg and Patrick McGinn

Giovanna McKinney

Joseph and Ellen McLaughlin

Thea and Philip Scotti

Carol Slingsby

Carol and Bill Stewart

Barbara Vetri

Patty Walker

Maleda	 Berhane

Susan Hodge

Edith Hollister

Matthew Mirones

Adriana Rizzuto

Lindsay Schwartz

Kevin and Tracy Steele

Einstein Medical Center Montgomery	

PG Commercial Real Estate, Inc.	

Reliable		

UBS		

Upper Moreland Township Police 
Benevolent Association	

WSFS Bank		

Woman’s Club of Suburban 
Philadelphia	

UnitedHealthcare		

The O’Connor Group		

StarWitness by Signalscape, Inc.	

ARCH Dental Implants and Oral 
Surgery	

Nasdaq		

Emerson Rogers, LLC		

Old Republic Specialty Insurance 
Underwriters		

Osprey Health Benefit Advisors	

Frank and Kathleen Seidman

Bunny and Alexander Hill 

Up to $999

Kathleen and Ed Theil

Meaghan and Andrew Eisenhart

Michael and Jamie Haines

Elizabeth and Ryan Pollock

Altria Group		

Brianna Ringwood and Lane Schiff

United Way of GPSNJ		

Joseph and Jacque Halpin

Charlotte and James Conmy

Christopher and Kristin Sindoni

Pete Farrell and Colleen Bennett

Leslie Slingsby and Brian Reagan

Christine and Ernie Morris

Cody and Kelsey Lehrer

Susan Saint-Antoine

Sara Campbell

Jennifer and Peter Muehlbronner

Tori Armstrong

Kimberly Gross

Charles	 Watkins

Kathleen Colgan Vodzak and Matthew Vodzak

Geoffrey Brandon

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

Maddalena and Amato Berardi

John and Jane Featherman

Joseph and Mary Fenkel

Jacqueline Neulinger and Vaughn Fulkerson

Laurence and Maryann Genuardi

Erika and Harrison Jacobs

Handy and Jo Lampley

William and Sharon Monahan

Britton and Janice Murdoch

Michael Ferrier and Gabrielle Nicoletti Ferrier

James and Lisa O’Connell

Ashley and Christopher Shaknis

Sean Cincotta

Gina Corrado

Joe D’Alonzo

Caren Lucarelli

Vincent	 Peruto

Benito Santoro

Hatfield Police Benevolent Association	

Whitpain Police Association		

Pottstown Police Officers Association	

Robert J. Kahn Lifetime Charitable 
Foundation	

ABC Insert Co.		

Western Delaware Valley Lions Club

Michael Katch and Michelle McDyre

Shawn and Cortney Duff

Rebecca Garden

Angela Ko

Marty McElroy

Edward and Ellen McCann

Thomas and Caitlin Maggiano

Alvin Newman

Associated Builders and Contractors Inc.

Marlborough Township		

Marjorie and Anthony Sherr

Austin and Elizabeth Daly

Steve and Lisa Jasiukiewicz

Carli Ducko

Kathy Kumitis

Kala Fell and Robert Meixner

Katelyn Morris

Cristina Barsony

Marty Anthony

Cameron Johnson

Spring-Ford High School Staff	

Ben Waters

William and Kathleen Bonner

John Bown

James and Ellinor Buck

Kevin and Jennifer Burke

Clifford and Adrienne Cavanaugh

Cindy and Peter Christian

Jill and Richard	 Goldstone

Crystal and David Hudson

William and Kathy Orlove

Susan and Michael Paul

Wendy Voron

Vincent Curren

Jason Fell

Drew Freed

David Goldstein

Kelly Himsworth

Raymond John

Steven Tremblay

Joanne Wood

Upper Dublin Police Benevolent 
Association 	

Whitemarsh Police Officers Benevolent 
Association	

Fraternal Order of Police Lower Merion	

Montgomery County Lodge #14
Fraternal Order of Police

Fraternal Order of Police 
Norristown Lodge #31		

Plymouth Township Police Association	

Ben Crowle Services		

Baldante & Rubenstein, P.C.		

TD Bank (Montgomery Regional Office)

TriCounty Community Network, Inc.	

Lauren and Ryan Marvel

Kathleen Kelly

Richard Bennett
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Alina Santhi John

Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program

PayPal/Zettle		

Regina Gausz

Matthew Cummings

Mary Hamric

Laura Heacock

Sandra Musser

Linda Peritz

Elena and Bernard Shields

Mark and Sandy Szilagyi

Karen Becker

Chelsey Hollenshead

Michael	  Jackson

Bonnie Steele

Conshohocken Police Association	

The Chamber of Commerce for Greater 
Montgomery Couty		

Holy Trinity Parish - Altar & Rosary Society

David and Elissa Waldstein

Anonymous - John Middleton Co.

Joan Taylor

Melissa and Salvatore Capone

Theresa Anne Lazorko

Adriana	 Martinez- Munoz

Cynthia  Burke

Lori and Craig Israelite

Jeffrey Hodges

Becca Strang

DCO Orthodontic Specialists		

Pinky Patel

Maeve McGill and Ryan Sanders

Gabrielle Hughes

Hatboro-Horsham School District	

County of York - York County of District 
Attorney’s Office

Township of Abington		

Sarah Imbesi

Michele Fisher

Jennifer and Robert Kaupp

Gaetano DAndrea

Maureen Convery

Michelle Kline

Anita and Robert Capps

Marc Cohen and Marjorie Curtis-Cohen

Mike and Terri D’Alonzo

William Donnelly

Stacy and Gerry Dougherty

Bill and Joan Edmonds

Sylvia and Robert Freed

Mark and Carol Freeman

Chris and Kathleen Giacomucci

William Harrer

Kelley Hodge

Nancy Kolenda

Eileen and Edmund Krause

Serene and Miguel Peña

Dan and Juliana Santoleri

Allan Zeik Saidman and Alana Smart

Peggy Gallagher and Tom Vezzosi

Rebecca and Rick Yasky

Eric Ambler

Joan Carpenter

Tai-ming Chang

Cheryl Christino

Jack Costello

Kate Durham

Tamara Engelke

Amy Gallo

Julianne Greenland

Eric Hertrich

Corinne Karmilowicz

Tom Leighton

Edward Marino

Stacy Meiser

Seeran Mizii

Mark O’Connor

Sandra Pew

Maria Pirro-Sheplock

Lina Shenk

Lauren Sommerville

Collette Young

United Brotherhood Of Carpenters and Joiners

Lehman Christian Preschool		

Johanna Crocetto and Sean Gardiner

Joshua and Leah Keenan

Mark and Tara Wassmer

Gabby English

Jediah Grobstein

Mackenzie Iocona

Adrianne Wagner

Donna McNally

East Norriton Township		

Berks County District Attorney’s Office

Upper Dublin Township		

Jesse Clobes

John Thomas

Anita Capone

Lorie Slass

Kaity Andrey

Caroline Goldstein

Chantha Saroeun

Sarah Raufer

Melissa Weber

Daniel Hemcher

Margot Weitz

Ryan Beaty

Judith Austin

Tim Cifelli

Patricia	 Kairunas

Frances MacMinn

Agnes and Joseph McLaughlin

Allan and Sandra Molotsky

James and Louise Nolen

Ann and William Ransford

Alex Siegel

John Silverthorne

Kristin and Gerald Strid

Heather Bassman

Marysona Brod

Julie Cohen

Benjamin Khazan

Beth Nash

Joan Sigmund

Chester Sobotka

Robin Warsaw

Mary Zaitzeff

Mark and Cynthia Bernstiel

Mike Coleman

Michael and Heather Henricks

James Reape

Jaime Segal

Dirk Boughter

Gisela Cruz

Meghan Cutler

Bradley Deckel

Kate Delano

James DeStefano

Lisa Kane Brown

Jeremy Kim

Aleva Parker

Jody Carotenuto

Philadelphia Legal Assistance	

Jay Christman

Laura and Mike Popma

Caroline Kuzoian

Jane Luongo

David Maturo

Virginia Foster

Jane and Mike Boyle

Clare  Henderson

Anthony Baker

Martha Suarez

Andrew and Barb August

Gail and Dave Sell

Samantha Brown

Jane Tausig

Albert Greer

Frances Kopecki

David McCullum

Morgan	 Peyton

Ryan Saunders

Karina Trejo

Rahel Aklilu

Michael Campbell

Radames Gonzalez

Matthew Kovitch

Gloria Prince

Margaret Watkins

Benjamin Auman

Pamela Purdum

Joseph Pascavage

Connie Baez

Charles Ewing

Samuel King

Christopher Messmer

Angela Marie Smith

Gregory Smith

John Wambold

Kristian and Genevieve Coronado

Patricia and Robert McDyre

Christine and Aaron Prisco

Sirberina Davis

Charles Derrickson

Saravuth Ung

Mark Williams

Teddy Mack

Joshua Walcoby

Edgar Baez

Roy Green

Eric Henrick

Kevin McMillan

Chanthan Sao

Steven Albus

Linda Gallagher

Barry Green

Jesse Lipson

Thomas Allen

Melinda Haas

America’s Charities		

Morerese Anthony

Joseph Butcher

Patricia Weidner

Arthur Matthews

Dennis Yost

Michael  Pascavage

Erik  Walker

Matthew Ziss

Martha Jane Cohn

James and Lilian Early

Alan and Susan Geisler

Eileen and Malcolm George

Raymond Gough

Jerry and Janice Malett

K. Suzanne and Donald Moyer

Linda Rosenthal
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Gift-in-Kind Sponsors

Carol Harkins

Robert and Patricia McDyre

Dina and Michael Fink

Patricia and James Gorman

Charlotte and James Conmy

Les Glauner

Liz and Grant Evans

Maripeg and Jim Bruder

Barbara and Salvatore Vetri

Harry and Kina Simeone Clark

Jennifer	  Bundy

Pauline and David LeVan

Kristin and Christopher	 Sindoni

Debbie	 Bowden

Raina and Matt	 Gorman

Linda and Dennis Zatlin

Steven	 Lagos

Daniel	 McGill

Barbara and F. Scott Addis

Karen Mestichelli

Emily Jacobs

Peter and Jennifer Muehlbronner

Lisa and William Andrey

Jennifer and Tom Gallagher

Maeve and Ryan Sanders

Theresa Anne Lazorko

Rodney “Mick” and Ruth James

Emily Marino

Thomas Vizza

Ryan Morris

Evan and Rebecca Humble

Nikki Merrill

Melissa and Salvatore Capone

Collette Young

Karen Hawthorne

Kiersten Deemer

Michelle  and  James Green

Lola Quigley

Heather Makler

Conner Dilks

Carly Morris

11 AM Salon

Act II Playhouse

Ambler Theater, Inc.

Ana’s Corner Store

Artisans Nest

BA Salon

Backyard Beans Coffee Co.

barre3 Blue Bell

Bowden Photographics

Bucks County River Country

Chaddsford Winery

Chris’ Jazz Cafe

Dock Street Brewery South

Eastwood Automotive

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Five Saints Distilling

From the Boot - Ambler

Innovating Auto Repair

Insight Creative Group, Inc.

Jackie Ruby Events

JJ Ratigan Brewing Company

Jules Esthetics

Lansdale Tavern

Lincoln Caverns, Inc.

Longwood Gardens

McKenzie Brew House

Movers Specialty Service

Museum of Illusions Philadelphia

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Olympia Pizza

Our Town Alley

PJW Restaurant Group

Plaza Azteca Mexican Restaurant - Plymouth 
Meeting

Pottstown Area Health and Wellness 
Foundation

Radice Restaurant

Rapunzel’s Salon and Spa

Red Horse Motoring Club

Reliable

Roosters Glenside

Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum

Ten7 Brewing

The Cheesecake Factory

The Happy Mixer Bakery

The Philadelphia Orchestra

The Robert L. Lowe, Sr. Foundation

Town and Country Players

Upper Perkiomen School District

Vicente Blends Cigar Co.

Waltz Golf Farm

Woman’s Club of Suburban Philadelphia

Woodmere Art Museum
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